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blantyre This Top 20 Hideaway pick in Andrew Harper’s 
Readers’ Choice Awards 2009 offers peaceful seclusion in the 
Berkshires. The property’s centerpiece is a thoughtfully reno-
vated 1902 Tudor-style mansion. This former residence, designed 
after an Elizabethan manor in Blantyre, Scotland, offers four 
suites and four rooms. An additional 10 suites and five rooms 
welcome guests in four well-appointed cottages and a two-story 
carriage house. Each accommodation is richly decorated and 
features plush, upholstered chairs and beds with 500-thread-
count Italian linens. 
	 Its Old World elegance and cuisine (named a Top 20 Food and 
Wine Resort in Andrew Harper Readers’ Choice Awards 2009) 
create a refined, European-style retreat—just a short and scenic 
few hours’ drive from either Manhattan or Boston.
	 The location is convenient to diverse entertainment options, 
including summer performances of the Boston Symphony at 
Tanglewood Music Center, and to attractions ranging from art 
museums and golf courses to botanical gardens and historic homes 
—including Edith Wharton’s, which is only a short walk away.

	 Owner and general 
manager Ann Brown 
remarks that guests often 
book the entire property for 
a birthday surprise, a girls’ 
weekend or a corporate 
meeting. “They have the 
entire estate—including the 
spa, the tennis courts, the heated outdoor pool and our attentive 
staff—all to themselves.” 
	 The hotel staff anticipates guests’ needs to provide caring yet 
unobtrusive service, whether it’s during a 3 a.m. cookies-and-
cocoa delivery or while lacing a guest’s skates for a spin around 
the property’s ice rink. 
	 “We had a superb stay at the Blantyre. Excellent food, beautiful 
flower arrangements, a nice ambience in the evening with a 
pianist and an array of cocktail options,” says an Andrew Harper 
member. Repeat visits are common. Another member says, “I’ve 
been to Blantyre three times, and it just keeps getting better!” 

USA | lenox, ma

member privileges 
Andrew Harper members 
receive: a preferred rate; 
upgrade, when available upon 
check-in; early check-in, when 
available; late checkout, when 
available; and tickets to The 
Mount (home of Edith 
Wharton) and the Norman 
Rockwell Museum. In the 
winter months, guests receive 
a wine-tasting with the 
Sommelier. 

Harper Member Favorite 
in the Berkshires
Enjoy award-winning French cuisine and richly appointed 
lodgings at this 117-acre, European Tudor-style estate.

Location  130 miles west of 
Boston

Size  Lenox has a total area of 
21.5 square miles.

Population  
Approximately 5,095

See and Do  According to 
the Berkshire Visitors’ Bureau, 
noteworthy sites and events for 
the family include the Berkshire 
Scenic Railway Museum, the 
Shakespeare and Company per-
formances, and the Hancock 
Shaker Village, all in Lenox. The 
Norman Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, just seven miles 

away, and the Pleasant 
Valley Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Lincoln, 

approximately 
125 miles 
from Lenox, 
remain some 

of the most 
popular year-

round attrac-
tions among travelers. Taking 
place in July and August, Jacob’s 
Pillow is a contemporary dance
festival that draws attendees 
from across the United States. 
This event presents world pre-
miers, U.S. debuts, master and 
emerging artists. Collaborations 
with composers, visual artists 
and writers comprise more that 
150 performances presented 
each season. “‘The Pillow’ is a 
national historic landmark,” says 
Terry Whitcomb, reservations 
manager at The Wheatleigh. 
The Lenox Tub Parade, held 
in September, is a beautiful 

tradition to behold. “The rich 
and famous families of Lenox’s 
palatial summer cottages in the 
late 1800s—the Westinghouses, 
Carnegies, Proctors, Sloanes, 
etc.—would parade their beauti-
ful horses and carriages covered 
with flowers from their lovingly 
tended gardens designed by Fred-
erick Law Olmstead, Fletcher 
Steele and the like,” says Ann 
Brown, proprietress of Blantyre 
in Lenox. Today, the tradition 
continues with flower-adorned 
carriages parading down Lenox’s 
main thoroughfare.

From the Locals  
“The Shakespeare and Company 
summer music festival lasts for 
eight weeks every summer—
rain, sun or sleet. Autumn’s beau-
tiful foliage is a huge draw and 
it is wonderfully unpredictable,” 
says Brown.

From Mr. Harper  “A music 
lover at heart, [I enjoy] setting 
aside several days every July or 
August to visit Tanglewood, the 
enchanting summer home of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
tucked away on a private estate 
in the glorious Berkshire Hills 
of western Massachusetts.” 

Location  90 miles northeast 
of Boston

Size  Kennebunkport has a total 
area of 22 square miles.

Population  
Approximately 11,448

See and Do  The area boasts 
some 2,000 islands and 5,500 
miles of coastline. There also 
are 542,629 acres of state and 
national parks, according to the 
Maine Office of Tourism. Indica-
tive of the town’s patriotic can-
vas, the Memorial Day parade 
has far-reaching appeal. The 
Kennebunkport Fine Living 
Festival, held in June, features 
delicious local eats and arts.  

From the Locals  
“Kennebunkport has been a  
special place for travelers for 
nearly 200 years. There are  
many factors that make it so.  
The charming village at the 
heart of the community with its 
numerous shops and galleries is 
a great starting point. The coastal 
beauty of southern Maine with 

miles of sandy beaches and rocky 
shoreline with lighthouses and 
fishing shacks add to the charac-
ter. Great seafood as well as fresh 
locally grown Maine produce 
make for spectacular 
dining,” says Stuart 
E. Barwise, general 
manager of 
White Barn 
Inn & Spa.

From a Harper Member  
“We own a home in Goose 
Rocks Beach, Kennebunkport 
(less than a two-hour drive from 
Boston)—a must stop, if you love 
long strolls on the beach.” 

From Mr. Harper  “Maine is 
as inviting as it is rugged. The 
jagged, wooded coastline of  
New England’s largest and north-
ernmost state is dotted with old 
lighthouses and picturesque 
fishing villages; its lobsters and 
autumn foliage are iconic; the 
state comprises 17 million acres 
of forestland and 6,000 lakes and 
is also one of the most sparsely 
populated in the Lower 48.” 

Kennebunkport, Maine 
Known for its lobster bounty and coastal charm, the Pine 
Tree State promises a quintessential seaside experience. 
Garnering presidential favor, the town of Kennebunkport 
has historical resonance and stunning, rugged seascapes.

Lenox, Massachusetts
Less than a two-and-a-half-hour drive from Boston,  
the glorious landscape of the Berkshire Mountains in  
the Bay State offers both active and artistic pursuits.

Christian Tetzlaff  
performs with the 

BSO at Tanglewood

Dock Square,  
Kennebunkport
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